
S T A T E   O F   M I C H I G A N 

 

BEFORE THE MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

 

* * * * * 

 

In the matter of the application of ) 

NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY,  ) 

a Wisconsin corporation, for recognition of revised ) Case No. U-18446 

depreciation rates. ) 

                                                                                         ) 

 

 

 At the November 21, 2017 meeting of the Michigan Public Service Commission in Lansing, 

Michigan. 

 

PRESENT: Hon. Sally A. Talberg, Chairman 

         Hon. Norman J. Saari, Commissioner  

Hon. Rachael A. Eubanks, Commissioner 

 
ORDER 

 

On August 23, 2017, Northern States Power Company (NSP-W), a Wisconsin corporation, 

filed an application for recognition of revised depreciation rates approved by the Public Service 

Commission of Wisconsin (PSCW). 

On September 6, 2017, the Commission’s Executive Secretary issued the notice of 

opportunity to comment.  Following publication of the notice, comments were filed by the 

Association of Businesses Advocating Tariff Equity in which it asserts that it may challenge the 

depreciation expense in the NSP-W’s next electric rate case and reserves the right to do so. 

As of December 2016, only 2.3% of NSP-W’s electric and 3.3% of its natural gas operations 

are in the Michigan retail jurisdiction.  Therefore, NSP-W proposes to use the same depreciation 

rates established by the PSCW for its Michigan retail jurisdiction and requests that the 

Commission recognize these new depreciation rates for accounting purposes.  Historically, the 
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Commission has followed this approach, most recently in connection with Wisconsin Public 

Service Corporation in Case No. U-16269, Wisconsin Electric Power Company in Case No. 

U-16231, and NSP-W in Case Nos. U-17575 and U-18185. 

The PSCW issued an order on July 10, 2017, in Docket No. 4220-DU-110, attached as 

Attachment A, certifying that NSP-W’s proposed depreciation rates are reasonable and proper for 

computing the annual depreciation expense for each class of its utility plants, including electric 

and gas property.  All costs, including the depreciation expense resulting from these rates will be 

subject to review in the company’s next general rate cases. 

The Commission finds that the depreciation rates for accounting purposes set forth in 

Attachment A are reasonable and in the public interest, and should be approved.  Approval of the 

PSCW-approved rates will not result in an increase in any rates or charges to customers in this 

case, and therefore, ex parte approval of the application is appropriate. 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the depreciation rates as set forth in the attached 

Attachment A are approved. 

The Commission reserves jurisdiction and may issue further orders as necessary. 
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Any party desiring to appeal this order must do so in the appropriate court within 30 days 

after issuance and notice of this order, pursuant to MCL 462.26.  To comply with the Michigan 

Rules of Court’s requirement to notify the Commission of an appeal, appellants shall send required 

notices to both the Commission’s Executive Secretary and to the Commission’s Legal Counsel.  

Electronic notifications should be sent to the Executive Secretary at mpscedockets@michigan.gov 

and to the Michigan Department of the Attorney General – Public Service Division at 

pungp1@michigan.gov.  In lieu of electronic submissions, paper copies of such notifications may 

be sent to the Executive Secretary and the Attorney General – Public Service Division at 7109 W. 

Saginaw Hwy., Lansing, MI 48917. 

MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION   

                                                                          

 

                                                                                      

________________________________________                                                                          

               Sally A. Talberg, Chairman    

 

          

 

 ________________________________________                                                                          

               Norman J. Saari, Commissioner 

  

 

 

________________________________________                                                                          

               Rachael A. Eubanks, Commissioner  

  

By its action of November 21, 2017. 

 

 

 

________________________________                                                                 

Kavita Kale, Executive Secretary 



ATTACHMENT A
























